Standing for those that stood for us. Members of The Patriot
Guard Riders in Arizona possess a sincere belief that those who
serve to make this a free and safe nation, Active Duty, First
Responders and Honorably discharged Military Veterans, deserve
sincere respect. This respect is shown by standing proudly with
the American Flag at funerals, memorial services, send-

offs, welcome homes and other Veteran functions. This respect is
shown while escorting their Heroes from a service to the cemetery
with the American Flags flying proudly from their motorcycles or
vehicles during the procession.

The Patriot Guard Riders were formed in 2005 by a group of
Legion riders in response to demonstrations at fallen military
service members funerals by a church group. The group claimed
that the deaths were divine retribution for America’s tolerance for
homosexuality. The Patriot Guard Riders would form a flag line to
hide the protesters from the family’s view-they would also rev the
motorcycles to drown out the chanting by the group.

The Patriot Guard Riders are active in 50 states

The Patriot Guard riders in Arizona have 6 regions. The valley,
Prescott/Flagstaff/North, the Tucson/Southern region/Yuma, Lake
Havasu and Kingman.

The mission has changed slightly, thankfully the church group is
less active. The Patriot Guard riders are still present if there are
protests but are now involved with Honoring and Respecting all
Active Duty, First Responders and Honorably Discharged
Veterans in several ways.

Funerals
-Flag Lines are formed to show our appreciation and respect for
those that served us



-escorts/processions are also performed, when available, at no
cost to the family. Our Road Guards are trained and permitted by
State Statute to close intersections for processions

Our events are referred to as Missions

Types of Missions

-Honor Missions

These are the missions for funerals of those who served. Usually
at the National Cemetery but many are at private cemetery’s
across the state.

The Arizona Patriot Guard Riders were involved with over 400
Honor missions last year.

-HOTH or Help On The Homefront
-Christmas toy program, assisting veterans
-AZ PGR Scholarship Assistance Program

The Patriot Guard Riders also are involved with missions that are
not funerals, called HOTH or Help on the Homefront. Examples of
these may be a mission to form flag lines at new homes donated
to military injured while serving, send-offs to say “thank you” and
goodbye at troop deployments or to welcome home a deployed
unit, or a group of high school kids are thanked during a group
ceremony for joining the military. Some of the most moving events
are when a plane load of World War Il, Korean War or Vietnam
Veterans Veterans are returning from their Honor Flight to
Washington D.C. The emotions run high and the looks and
feelings for those of the Greatest Generation and other past wars
returning home and coming up the walk from the gates are
incredible.

The Arizona Patriot Guard Riders were involved with over 148
HOTH missions in 2017



Veterans and Military Families directly impacted by HOTH
programs 376

The AZ PGR provided 48 Veteran, Active Duty and First
Responder families with food and gifts for Christmas.

Future programs will be aimed at involving our youth in our
missions. Currently we have several youth groups involved. A
more formal program to provide a youth network will be initiated
so that our generation of Patriots is passed to the younger
generations

In 2017, the Arizona Patriot Guard Riders were able to initiate our
AZ PGR Scholarship Assistance Fund. This fund will provide
support to sons, step sons, daughters, step daughters,
granddaughters, step granddaughters, grandsons, step
grandsons of those who have served.

Our Missions occur 7 days a week.

Membership is free. There are no mandatory meetings. There are
no requirements for participation. You do not have to be a
Veteran. It does not matter what you ride. It does not matter what
you wear, as long as it is respectful.

Our Veterans, who are members, have found that their
participation in The Patriot Guard Riders have helped them heal
from issues in the past. The “service before self” provided a much
needed outlet for healing. Volunteering is often considered a great
prescription on the road to healing a soul and heart.



Retired members appreciate feeling part of something. Leaving
work left a hole in their lives. Several years after leaving work,
they felt a need to engage in something that had worth, they
found it in serving others, they found it serving those who assure
that they can enjoy the lives they built for themselves and their
families.

We have many members that winter in AZ and go back to
another state in the summer. Many do mission here and then go
home and participate in their home state PGR.

Our members that never served in the Military have commented
that they now feel that they can give back to those who provided
them the freedom they enjoy.

In closing, | am here for several reasons. | am a Patriotic
American. | believe strongly in supporting those that have served
us to keep us free. We are great Country because we live as free
people, because of those who served all of us. | am also here so
that every Active Duty Military, Veteran and First Responder and
their family knows who we are, what we do and why we do it.

If you want more information on the Patriot Guard Riders in
Arizona, please go to www.azpgr.org

This website has a calendar drop down which will show the
various Missions day to day that the AZ PGR are involved with
and information about the Hero’s we serve.

Information for other states can be found at The National Patriot
Guard Riders Site www.patriotguard.org.
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